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Individual Differences in the Use of Prior Knowledge - Participant Information Sheet 

This sheet will give you an overview of the research project and the experiment that you 
might be taking part in. Please take the time to read it in full and make a note of any 
questions you may have.  

Project title: Individual Differences in the Use of Prior Knowledge 

Researcher(s): Lois Minnis, Molly Reeve, Esther Yip 
Department: Psychology 
Contact details: lois.v.minnis@durham.ac.uk; molly.j.reeve@durham.ac.uk; 
esther.w.yip@durham.ac.uk 

 
Supervisor name: Prof. Marko Nardini  
Supervisor contact details: marko.nardini@durham.ac.uk 

We would like to invite you to take part in a study that we are conducting as part of our 
Undergraduate Dissertation Project at Durham University, under the supervision of Prof. 
Nardini. Ethical approval for this project has been granted by the Department of Psychology 
Ethics Committee. 

Before you decide whether to agree to take part it is important for you to understand the 
purpose of the research and what is involved as a participant. Please read the following 
information carefully. Please get in contact if there is anything that is not clear or if you would 
like more information.  

The rights and responsibilities of anyone taking part in Durham University research are set 
out in our ‘Participants Charter’: 
https://www.dur.ac.uk/research.innovation/governance/ethics/considerations/people/charter/ 

What is the purpose of the study? 
Previous research shows how the human perceptual system is capable of exploiting 
previous knowledge about the world (e.g. the most likely location of an object) to increase 
accuracy and precision when making judgements about object properties. It has been 
suggested that prior knowledge may be exploited differently in individuals.  
 
This study is a pilot experiment that will measure how good people are at averaging the 
orientation of a set of gratings. The results of this study will inform the design of an 
experiment that will explore individual differences in the use of prior information. 
 
 
Why have I been invited to take part? 
You have been invited because you responded to our invitation and requested to participate 
in our experiment. If you are a generally healthy individual between the ages of 18 and 35 
with no neurological disorders and with normal or corrected vision then we would like to hear 
from you. 
 
Do I have to take part? 
Your participation is voluntary and you do not have to agree to take part. If you do agree to 
take part, you can withdraw at any time, without giving a reason.  Your rights in relation to 
withdrawing any data that is identifiable to you are explained in the accompanying Privacy 
Notice. 
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What will happen to me if I take part? 
The experiment is voluntary and will take approximately 30 minutes, including a short break 
in the middle. If you agree to take part in the study, you are required to use a computer or a 
laptop that is available to you. You will follow a link that we provide via email to complete a 
computer-based perceptual task. You will be shown 8 gratings with varying orientations and 
will be asked to judge whether the average orientation of the gratings was clockwise or anti-
clockwise of vertical.  
 
All participants will be rewarded with SONA credits. 
 
 
Are there any potential risks involved? 
There are no risks or discomforts involved. You are free to take a break or stop the 
experiment if you feel uncomfortable.  
 
Will my data be kept confidential? 
All information obtained during the study will be kept confidential. If the data is published it 
will be entirely anonymous and will not be identifiable as yours.  
 
Full details are included in the accompanying Privacy Notice. 
 
The data you provide is fully anonymous and we will not collect or ask you to provide any 
personal data. We would like to confirm that although the study is conducted online, it is not 
possible to connect data to the IP address from which the task and questionnaire were 
completed. We will have no way of linking responses back to an individual.   
 
What will happen to the results of the project? 
No personal data will be shared and we do not expect the results to be published or used in 
other project outputs. However, if they were, anonymised (i.e. not identifiable) data would be 
used in publications, reports, presentations, web pages and other research outputs. At the 
end of the project, anonymised data may be archived and shared with others for legitimate 
research purposes. All research data and records needed to validate the research findings 
will be stored for 10 years after the end of the project. 
 
Who do I contact if I have any questions or concerns about this study? 
If you have any further questions or concerns about this study, please speak to the 
researcher or their supervisor.  If you remain unhappy or wish to make a formal complaint, 
please submit a complaint via the University’s Complaints Process. 

 

Thank you for reading this information and considering taking part in this study. 


